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The International 

Engineering Program

 5-year Dual Degree

 B.S. in an engineering 

discipline

 B.A. German, French, 

Spanish, or Chinese

 Six-month paid 

internship abroad

 Semester study abroad
1987-2008



Five Year Dual-Degree Program

 Bachelor of Science
Engineering Field

• Biomedical

• Chemical

• Civil

• Computer

• Electrical

• Industrial

• Mechanical

• Ocean 

 Bachelor of Arts
German, French or Spanish 

Minor in Chinese and Asian Studies



Our Students

 230 Students (120 German; 45 Spanish; 35 French; 30 

Chinese)

 20% of all engineering undergrads at 
URI are in the IEP.  All will study and 
intern abroad, and earn a second degree 
in a foreign language.

 30% are women (as compared to 17% of  all College    

of  Engineering undergrads)

 55% are Presidential Scholars

 300 Graduates



Six-Month Professional 

Internship Abroad

 A program requirement – fourth year 

 Develop language skills in native situation

 Develop intercultural skills

 Experience engineering in other contexts

 Subsistence wage and housing provided

 Collaboration with over 25 global firms

 Summer pre-intern opportunities in USA



China

Germany

France

Switzerland

Spain

Mexico

Brazil

Quebec

Internship Placements

USA



Some of our Corporate 

Partners

 BMW, Daimler, Renault, Volkswagen, 

Porsche

 Bosch, ZF Friedrichshafen, Emitec

 Siemens, SAP, Pentair,Texas Inst.

 Agfa, Bayer, Beiersdorf, Axiva

 Lufthansa Technik, MTU, Deutsche Bahn

 Hilti, St. Gobain, Praxair, Hexagon

 ThyssenKrupp, Züblin, Preusse Bau 



University Partners Abroad

 Reciprocal exchange model

- Technische Universität Braunschweig (Germany)

- ITESM Monterrey Campuses (Mexico)

- Universidades de Zaragoza, Navarra, Cantabria         
& Valladolid (Spain)

- Université de Technologie de Compiègne 
(France)

- Université Laval (Canada)

- Zhejiang University (Hangzhou, China)

 At Bachelor, Master’s, and Ph.D. levels



Germany and Braunschweig

BRAUNSCHWEIG    ----------------------------

--l



Student Exchange with TU Braunschweig

URI to TU-BS TU-BS to URI

1995-1996 5 5

1996-1997 9 9

1997-1998 13 12

1998-1999 14 12

1999-2000 15 16

2000-2001 13 13

2001-2002 20 25

2002-2003 15 15

2003-2004 21 16

2004-2005 21 16

2005-2006 12 14

2006-2007 24 14

2007 -2008 22 13

2008-2009 25 25

Total: 229 204

Total #  of Students Exchanged: 433



First levels of Collaboration

 Mutual faculty visits (FIPSE)

 Reciprocal Student Exchange

- One-to-One Exchange

- Undergraduate

coursework with full credit

special project work

 Faculty Collaboration

- Teaching

- Research



Dual Degree Graduate Programs

 Masters of Science/DiplomIngenieur

 Based upon:
– recognition of equivalency

– joint acceptance of thesis

– full year at partner university

– faculty interaction/collaboration

 Support from:
– German government

– NSF

– Industry

– Donors



Dual Degree Doctoral Program

 Open to all COE programs

 Supported/encouraged by NSF grant

 Ph.D. / Dr.-Ing.

 Minimum 1.5 year residency abroad

 Common thesis

 Two advisors, two committees, one 

defense



NSF ïProgram in International Research 

and Education (PIRE)

 Educational Collaboration

– Student mobility in sciences and 
engineering

– A model for exchange at all levels

 Research Collaboration

– Microfluidics and lab-on-chip

– Identification of pathogens

– Tsunami prediction



NSF-PIRE Grant:  RI and 

Braunschweig Collaborators

 Engineering

– Mechanical

– Chemical

– Ocean

 Biological Sciences

 Pharmacy

 Languages



The Kirk Duffy Center
Heidi Kirk Duffy

Center

for 

International

Engineering

Education

Dedicated Fall 

2007



IEP House Residents



11th Annual Colloquium 

on International Engineering 

Education

November 6-9, 2008

Hotel Viking 

Newport, Rhode Island

Register online:  

http://www.uri.edu/iep



Come visit us!

www.uri.edu/iep


